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$S TRICTURES 
n e A 
DECLARATION 
oF THE | 
SOCIETY INSTITUTED FOR THE PURPOSE. OF 


PROMOTING UNANIMITY AMONGST IRISHMEN, 
AND REMOVING RELIGIOUS PREJUDICES. 


'T 1s Declaration was firſt publiſhed with the 
name of one Theo. M*Kenna ſubſcribed to it ; 
it has fince been republiſhed without a ſignature, 
The author probably conceived, that conſideration 
might thus be given to his work, which, if ſup- 
poſed to be the ſentiments of reſpectable, though 
unknown characters, would be formidable; con- 


nected with its author, would ſink into con- 
tempt. | 


It was alſo at firſt entitled, A Declaration of the 
Catholic Society. — The writer, however, ſoon 
perceived that his pamphlet would not be much 
reliſhed, were it imagined to be authorized by 
Catholics only ; he therefore artfully drops the 
word Catholics in the title-page of a ſecond edi- 
tion, and impoſes it on the world as if it were 
ſanctioned by a body of Proteſtants. La 

i. 


| ; 


3 *Þ: if 


This original ſubſcription, and rod@yrenr 
concealment, of the author's name, and firſt the - 
infertion,. and then the omiſſion, of the word 
Catholics in the title-page, prove unequivocally 
what were his own feelings at leaſt reſpecting his 
work ; and ſpeak more ſignificantly than a vo- 
lume of evidence, the ſelf-conviction of his ill 


This Declaration was meant as a touchſtone of 
the Catholic ſentiment, and of the general diſ- 
poſition of the kingdom. It was therefore in- 
duſtriouſly circulated through the country, left 
under the knockers of houſes, and' delivered 
gratis in the ſtreets. The effect, however, has 


not anſwered the intent, as the Proteſtant mind 


has been diſguſted by its raſhneſs, and the ſober 


part of the Catholics offended by its imputations. 


To reſcue the latter from the aſperſions which 
this man's calumnies would fix upon them, is 
the deſign of the following ſtrictures. 

| * 

The firſt artifice of M- Kenna is to inflame the 
minds of the Roman Catholics, by a falſe and ex- 
aggerated ſtatement of their ſituation.— He repre- 
ſents them as labouring under puniſhment for offences 
of an atrocious magnitude, that they are groaning 
under a mortifying and oppreſſive bondage, degrading 
to themſelves and pernicious to their country: He then 
inſinuates, that the Proteſtants are Bigots and Ty- 
Tanis „ and that there is no ſecurity that they will not 

enforce 


DL 4 | 
enforce againſt the Catholics, the moſt prepoſterous and 
ſhameful laws, &c. &c. The whole of the declara- 
tion is indeed of the fame tiſſue, a high-coloured 
and inflamed deſcription of conſtructive grievances. 
He confiders the mere negation of power as the 
entire demolition, of liberty, and laws of diſqualifi- 


cation as inſtruments of torture. He ſtates the 


poor as a wretched band of ſlaves mouldring under 
the Popery Laws, when he knows in the malice of 
his heart that their ſituation is not affected by them 
at all, and aſſerts, that the only crime of Catholics 

is their not being Rebels, or in the Author's words, 
that they have /lept in their chains. 


One would imagine from this exaggerated picture, 
that the Roman Catholics were not living under 


the bleſſings of a free Conſtitution ;' that they were 


not equally and impartially taxed with the reſt of 


the community; that there were no trial by Jury 
for the defence of their characters, their properties 
and lives; no independent Judges ſworn to admi- 
niſter juſtice to them freely and indifferentty;'-no 
Habeas Corpus Act. for the ſecurity of their per- 
ſans; no freedom of preſs for the communication 
of their ſenfiments; no legal permiſſion for the 
| exerciſe of their religion; a legallqmode for the 
acquiſition of land in fee; no ſyſtem of encou- 
ragement for their enrichment by agriculture, by 
manufacture, by commerce; that from the op- 
preſſion of Proteſtant Tyrants, their numbers were 


1 dwindling, their landed property hourly de- 


creaſing, 


. 60 
ereaſing, and their perſonal riches continually on 
the decline. 


One would fuppoſe, that the preſent age had 
been forging new maxims for their oppreſſion, had 
doubled the weight of their fetters, and that the 
wounds inflicted in times of ancient hoſtility, had 
had been torn open, and exulcerated by the cruelty 
of modern perſecutors. 


One would think that it was a new and un- 
heard of doctrine; that thoſe have no right to be 
intruſted with the power of a ſtate who refuſe to 
give complete ſecurity for the maintenance of its 
whole conſtitution with ſincerity and zeal. 


By the repreſentations of this M*Kenna, it ap- 
pears, that the Catholics will not admit any ſitua- 
tion to be a ſtate of liberty which does not give 
them dominion : that they are totally unmindful 
of the late relaxations made /in their favour, or 
entirely unthankful for the benefit. — They alſo 
ſeem to forget that by the tenets of the Religion 
they prefer, they muſt neceſſarily acknowledge a 
fupreme power without the ſtate, which nominally 
confined to ſpirituals acts eſſentially, and of courſe 


in temporal caſes, which makes them zealots for 


the cauſe of their own Hierarchy, and allows them 
merely io endure the conttitutional predilection given 
to Proteſtantiſm. 


Having 


1 | 

Having falſely and calumniouſly miſrepreſented 
the inconveniencies of the ſituation of his brethren, 
the Author is pleaſed to proceed to intimidation, 
in.caſe his demands in the name of the Catholics 
ſhall be refuſed. If he does not mean to threaten, 
what occaſion was there to alledge, that it is not for 
the Catholics to ſeek advantage from public calamity, 
or to keep their pretenſrons in ambuſcade ta. aug ment 
the perplexitiet of ſome critical moment. If he did 
not intend to intimidate by theſe expreſſions, what 
was the neceſſity of reſorting to ſuch a miſchievous 
and revolting topic? Is an inſinuation leſs felt when 
flily couched in a negative, than when boldly diſ- 
played in a broad affirmative ? Qr is the dagger of 
the aſſaſſin leſs dangerous, when lurking in the 
ſcabbard than when glittering in the hand ? | 


Theſe indecent alluſions vex me to the ſoul. 
An inſignificant individual has no right to aſſume 
to himſelf the title of ſecretary to a Catholic So- 
ciety, and to blaſt the fame and honour, and loy- 
alty and hopes of his brethren, by ſo foul and 
blaſphemous an inuendo : in the name of the ho- 
neſt, the fincere, and calumniated Catholics, I diſ- 
avow and reprobate his black and malicious infinu- 
ation. The Catholics of Ireland, as they would 
abhor the Act, ſo they diſdain the argument. They 
will not avail themſelves of an infinuation, which, 
if true, carries with it their condemnation. They, 
will not plead for benefits ir in a tone which calls for 
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chaſtiſement : nor petition for the rewards of a 
e in 1 the language of a Nebel. 


The third argument, adduced by this We 
tion, for enforcing the claims of the Catholics, Is 
equally hypocritical and daring. It aſſerts, that 
the Catholics ought to advance their claim at a time 
moſt favourable 1o diſcuſſion, when the condition of 
the Empire is flouriſhing and tranquil”: they would 
be culpable to poſterity if they omitted to profit of the 
general turn of public ſentiment.” We 


% | 
51 


Let me tranſlate theſe ſubtle 1010 4 Ki ſen- 
tences into honeſt Engliſh. —A wild denivcratical 
ſpirit has burſt forth and is pervading Europe: — 
It has been particularly propagated with much in- 
duſtry and ſome effect in Ireland. The people 
bave been told that Monarchy i is a grievance, that 
all Chutch Eſtabliſhments are nuiſances, and that 
every nation in which every individual is not par- 
ticularly repreſented in its legiſlature i is in a ſtate 
of downright ſlavery. Doctrines of this nature 
have infected the ignorant and the factious, the 
needy and the profligate, and have naturally coa- 
teſced with the principles of thoſe ſectaries in whom 
the hatred of eſtabliſhments and a zeal for demo- 
cracy is habitual and hereditary. Such is the real 
fituation of affairs : and this the Author artfully 
repreſents as a time moſt favourable to di iſcuſfion, and 
as 4 general inclination of the public ſentiment. Men 


being bent on change and innovation, he ſeizes 


rapidly 
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rapidly on the moment: takes up the cant of the 
day; falls in with the public agitation, engages in 
factious clubs, ſpeculates on a Revolution, aſſo- 
ciates, publiſhes, ſwears to effect it; well knowing, 
that, on the overthrow of ſyſtem and order, when 
the force of authority is loſt, when the habit of obe- 
dience is at an end, when the wholeſome influence 
of. cuſtom, and prejudice, and public faith, and 
public principle are vaniſhed, and the whole State 
is floating on the chaos of conflicting and jarring 
elements, that body has the greateſt chance of ulti- 
mate preponderancy which is the moſt numerous. 

When Roman Catholics, in repugnance to all 
their education and habits, and in direct oppoſition 
to the principles of ſubordination, and that exa&t . 
ſyſtem of graduated order, which conſtitute and 
adorn their hierarchy, aſſociate and combine with 
levellers, mix with the dregs of republicaniſm, and 
riſk a Democratical Revolution with a view to po- 
litical power, they are either Roman Catholics no 
longer, as having renounced their principles, or they 
are playing a game of the darkeſt fraud by appearing 
to renounce them ; and they muſt be reſiſted as 
declared republicans or convicted hypocrites. - 


Let us now review the grounds upon which 
this Theo. M*Kenna comes forward to the Na- 
tion, in behalf of the Catholic Society.—1, An 


aggravated ſtatement of ſuppoſed grievances, cal. _ _ 
culared to inflame the paſſions of his ſect.—2. * 


E- 40:77 


5 negative menace, intended for the intimidation of 
[ - Government.—y. An inſidious compliment to 
the ſpirit of the times, in the hope of engaging 
the ſupport of the factious— I heſe are the three 
premiſes on which be reſts his concluſion; the 
three pillars on which the main and definitive 
Reſalution of his Society is centered and ſup- | 
ported. And I muſt need admit that the ſupports 
1 he has ſelected are eſſential to his end. Before 

this capital Reſolution can be crowned with com- 
plete ſucceſs, the Catholics muſt indeed be rouſed; 
| the Government mutt indeed be intimidated; and 
the factious indeed be duped, even to madneſs. 


For what is the real ſpirit and meaning of this 
| Reſolution, however artfully concealed and 
iff guardedly expreſſed ? It is plainly this, —That the * 
þ Roman Catholics of Irgland ought for ever to be 
lf diſfatisfied, until they obtain the complete poſſeſſion 
If and dominion of Ireland.—* They will to the '' 
uno of their power endeavour, by all legal and 
conftitutional means, to procure the repeal of the laws 
by which they are aggrieved as Roman Cathulics ;j—— 
they will promote repeated applications to every 
branch of the Leyiftature for that purpoſe, and afſift 
ſuch applications by all means of legal influence, 
i which it Mall at any time be M for them to 
exent.”* 


| 

| 

|| This b ds Refoluciem e which en Catholics, 

under che endearing title of fe/low-ſuferers, are 
Kat Me fog called 

| 
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ealled upon to accede. They are ths ted t to 
declate, that they will not be any longer con- 
tented with the complete toleration of their refl.- 
gion: they muſt have the folemn ceremonies, 
the decorations, the proceſſions which attend their 
Church where the Roman Catholic religion Ts 
triumphant. They are exhorted to declare, that 
no conceſßon of benefits, however liberal, can be 
received with Tatisfa@tion or gratitude, or 6tght 
to relieve theState from their growihg importunity. 

"The Law, the Army, the Navy, the Revenue, 

the Civit Offices of the State, wilt id vain de 
offered for their participation; the right of voting 
for fepreſentatives, the privilege of ſitting 1 in the 
Legiſlature, will in vain be added'to theſe indul- 
gences.— There will ſtill be laws, by which, under 
_ this Reſolution, the Roman Catholics may find 
themſelves aggrieved ; anck it will be ealy to. make 
a grievance, when their power to redreſs it ſhall 
be. increaſed. —Let us recollect then that there is 
2 Proteftant Church eſtabliſhed by law, and that 
the Catholics are taxed for its ſupport. Win not 
this remain a grievance? will not this be a law to 
be repealed. according to their Reſolution ? 
and under the diſguiſe of its artful terms, does 
not M Kenna and his Society pledge themſelves as 
forcibly to deſtroy the Proteſtant Church, as to 
repeal the As of Toleration. 


: 
| 
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M-Kenna may poſſibly accuſe me of unfairneſs, 
he may aſſert, that J induftriouſly torture and per- 
| vert 


1 


vert the meaning of his reſolution by falſe 1 inter- 
pretation. My anſwer to him is, that I do not 
exceed the Letter of his reſolution, and I will ſoon 
convince the nation from another publication, that 
he not only means to act up the Letter of his reſo- 


lution,. but to go beyond it. 


{ 

He will probably rely on thoſe ſaving phraſes— 

conſtitutional means—legal influence—as if they could 
have any other effect than to ſave him from the 
pillory : but I will allow his claim, he ſhall ſave 
himſelf by the protecting energy of theſe expreſ- 
ſions, if I do not ſatisfactorily prove, that he has 
already reſorted to uncon/titutional means, and to 


illegal influence. 


Having ſtated his main propoſition, viz. © that 
nothing will ever ſatisfy the Roman Catholics, 
but the whole power of the ſtate and the deſtruc- 
tion of the Proteſtant Church ;”” M*Kenna recurs 
to their grievances and details them, —In purſuing 
my ſtrictures, I ſhall regularly quote his own words, 
and accompany them by ſhort comments. 
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T, be Roman Catholics of Ireland ſeem, ſays he, - 


preſerved in this land but as a ſource of revenue. 


There might have been ſome colour for ſuch a 
complaint in Great-Britain, where Papiſts were 


double taxed : but ſuch an aſſertion in the mouth 


of an Iriſh Catholic is mere falſehood and malice. 


In what article is a Papilt t taxed in this country, 
where 


E w 


where a Proteſtant: bears not an equal burthen ? 
Or what attempt has been made to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the ſectaries of Ireland in matters of i * 
and revenue? 


But the executive, the legiſlative,. the judicial 
powers are in the hands of them over whom the Ca- 
tholics have no controul. He repreſents then as a 
grievance, that Ireland is a Proteſtant ſtate, and 
that the government is not Roman Catholic. 


The Roman Catholics are prohibited io engage in 
any mode of induſtry from which it is poſſuble to debar 
them, or which is worth the monopoly. The poſſeſſion 
then of land, the profits of agriculture, of manu- 
facture and of commerce, in all their various 
branches and departments, are ſo contemptible, 
that no one would condeſcend, were it in his power, 
to monopolize the produce. Will M Kenna aſk 
Mr. Troy, whether he thinks that the culture 
of land is ſo really unprofitable? Will he enquire 
of Meſſrs. Comerford and O'Brien, w hether it may 
not be poflible to ſcrape up ſome ſmall pittance by 
carrying on extenſive manufactures? and poſſibly 
Mr. Byrne ,and Mr. Roche would inform him, 
that the fortunes to be made by trade are not to 
be rejected? I have heard alſo, that in pharmacy, 
in ſurgery, in phyſic, the greater proportion of fue. 
ceſsful practitioners is of the Catholic perſuaſion... 


The 


0 
The Catholies are reſtricted in the education of 
(i | their Children. — They cannot, indeed, give them 
| [} Proteſtant degrees, or make them Proteſtant pro- 
1 feſſors: but in what other regard they are reſtricted 
in the branch of education, it remains for M Kenna 
| 1 to demonſtrate. : * 20 


| 
| The following ſentence is curious for its ſenti- 
. ment and its logic: — As cangſcientiour men, ſays 
| | M*Kenna, we cannot lightly abandon our religion 
5 as prudent men, we heſitate to engage in controverſial 
lil 1 fudy.—It is then prudent for the Catholics to be ig- 
n norant, and conſcientious to be bigots. Conſcience 
1 can alone attach men to their religion from their be- 
110 lief of its truth : belief can only ariſe from rational 


| || conviction; and conviction in controverted points 
ce can merely be procured by knowledge of the con- 
b troverſy. The Catholics then, according to this, 
ll}! M*Kenna's caſuiſtry, make it a point of prudence 
If to avoid the means of knowledge, and a * of 
ih e donleienee, to believe without it. 

Bejot be adds, if Ir not pretended that by changing 
1 their Creed, the Catholics would become better men, 
1 or more dutiful ſubecte. That men may be virtu- 
ft _ ous under the Roman Catholic ſyſtem, no man 


1 wilt diſpute : that it teaches them in general to be 
11 good ſubjects, few will deny. But certainly were 
|| the Catholics to become converts, they could 
| not fail of being better ſubjects to a Proteſtant Mo- 
| narch under a Proteſtant eſtabliſhment in Church 
and 
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and State. They could then give a full and ade- 
quate pledge not only of their conſcientious ſub. 
miſſion to the reigning ſyſtem, but of their cordial 
and zealous attachment to it; unleſs M*Kenna can 
perſuade us that perſons can be equally intereſted 
and equally anxious m ſupporting what they think 
to be falſe, as what they believe to be true: or that 
a ſectary can be as ſolicitous to promote the proſpe- 
rity of an eſtabliſhment, the advantages of which he 
cannot participate, as thoſe who excluſively enjoy "28 
its Dn ö ä 


But if M Kenna imagines that the Roman Ca- 
tholics would not become better ſubjects by con- 
formity to the eſtabliſhed Church, he takes abun- 
dant pains to prove that in their preſent condition 
no ſubjects can poſſibly be worſe, He is pleaſed 
to ſtate in the name of the Catholics, that they 
conſider the freedom and proſperity of Ireland 
as a curſe, that they hate the landed gentry, that 
they are oppreſſed by the forms of the conſtitution, 
and that they deteſt the Octennial Bill. Such is the 
repreſentation made by this M*Kenna of the ſenti. 
ments of the Roman Catholics. Thus does he in- 
juriouſly repreſent them as enemies to the Proteſtant 
Government, in whoſe friendly diſpoſition and loyal 
demeanor, no reaſonable man can poſbbly Place 
_ ſmalleſt reliance. | 


The liberty, ſays he, of Ireland to thoſe of our Com. 
munion is o calamity, aud their misfortunes feem * 


their preſent flouriſhing condition. 


1 


lo increaſe as the country ſhall improve in proſperity 
and freedom. Does M*Kenna then forget that the 
firſt dawn of Iriſh freedom lighted upon the Roman 
Catholics, and that the Proteſtant Parliament of the 


land firſt effectuated their emancipation, before 


they thought of their own. Let him recolle& the 
fituation of his brethren antecedent to the relaxa- 
tion of the Popery Laws, and the liberation of our 
commerce and conſtitution, and compare with it 
It is not by 
the profits of an eſtabliſhment, by the offices or the 
penſions of a Government, that.the condition of a 
whole people can be changed and meliorated. 
Thoſe advantages extend but to a few, and even 
to thoſe few are of a caſual and fluctuating nature. 
It is by more copious and certain ſources of ge- 
neral opulence and comfort that univerſal improve- 
ment is derived to a nation. The infinite excite- 
ments to induſtry and ingenuity which are afforded 
by the objects of rural ceconomy, of machinery 
and merchandize, can alone affect the great maſs 
of a community. Where theſe can be freely pur- 


' ſued and their advantages ſecurely enjoyed, there 


is freedom. Where they are purſued and enjoyed 
by growing numbers and with increaſing profit, 
there is proſperity. Have not then the Roman Ca- 
tholics fully participated in all the advantages of 
the enlarged commerce, the encreaſed agriculture, 
and augmented wealth of Ireland? or from what 
article of profit are they ſpecifically - excluded ? 
Has not alſo the freedom of the conſtitution ope- 


rated 
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rated to ſheir benefit? The independency of our judges 
for the ir impartial trial? The Habeas Corpus Act 
for the ſecurity of their perſons? The free trade for 
the advancement of their opulence? Have theſe 
acceſſions; to the liberty of Ireland been calamities 
to the Catholics or bleſſings? And if the increaſing 
proſperity of the kingdom has hitherto tended to 
their happineſs, upon what principle does this Li- 
beller inſinuate that the future increaſe of our 
proſperity muſt aggravate their misfortunes, when 
upon every ground of juſt and candid reaſoning 

the inference is directly the reverſe. | 


They may look with envy to the ſubjefts of an ar- 
bitrary Monarch, and contraſt that Government iz 
which one great tyrant ravages the land with the 
thouſand inferior deſpots whom at every inſtant they 
muſt encounter: ſuch is the language of a man who 
profeſſes that conciliation and public harmony, are 
the objects of his work. Every Proteſtant in the 
land he repreſents as a deſpot tyrannizing oyer his 
Catholic brother, with all the ſeverity of the moſt 
arbitrary tyrant: and deſcribes their connection 
with each other, not as a reciprocation of friendly 
intercourſe, but of continual and hoſtile encounter. 
If then M*Kenna's ſtatement be true, the Catholics 
muſt univerſally deteſt their Proteſtant neighbours 
as their cruel and vexatious oppreſſors.—Catholics 
feel like men ; this tyranny therefore and oppreſhon 
muſt naturally generate in their minds ſentiments 


of hatred, of reſentment, of vengeance. The Pro- 
D teſtants 


* 


oO 
teſtants then are firſt to believe, that from their 
own tyranny they have driven the Catholics into a 
determination of revenging their wrongs, and are 
then to be duped into a grant of that power which 
ſhould enable the Catholics to effect their ven- 
geance. 


They have the buſtle and cumberſome forms with- 
out the advantages of liberty. I have only to re- 
mark on this ſentence, that it is entirely vaid of any 
foundation, in truth. Not being admitted into the 
powers of our conſtitution, the Catholics cannot, in 
my conception, be much affected with the forms 
of it: they may view with paſlive indifference what 
paſſes in the ſtate, perfectly ſecure in their proper- 
ties and perſons, and if they could be ſatisfied with 
their buſineſs and their pleaſures, the movements 
of government would to them be almoſt imper- 
ceptible. When they are agitated and tormented 
with bu/tle, it is always, I believe, of their own 
creation; and they have no right to complain of 
the duſt themſelves have raiſed. 


The oclennial period, at which the delegated truſt 
of legiſlation is revoked, and his importance reſtored 
to the conſtituent, returns but to diſturb the tran- 
quillity of the Catholics, and revive the recollection of 
their debaſement. — If the writer means to Iament 
the profligacy diffuſed through the kingdom by 
general election, it redounds to his credit, it is a 
ſore evil, and requires a ſtrong remedy ; but if we 
are 


1 
are to underſtand by him that the lower claſſes of 
the Roman Catholics are ſo deſtitute of morals as 
not to be proof againſt a bribe to perjury, when 
they have only the allurement of a paltry gain to 
work againſt their conſciences, I ſee not that the 
grievance would be redreſſed, when by the acceſ- 
ſion of power, and conſequence ariſing from the 
privilege of ſuffrage, they ſhall be enabled to raiſe 
the price of their ignominious traffic, and have ad- 
ditional temptation to purſue it. | 


'The mere'want of the right of ſuffrage can never 
be conſidered as debaſement. If a man from a 
conſcientious motive debars himſelf any gratifica- 
tion or pleaſure, does he debaſe himſelf by the ſelf- 
denial ? If a citizen diveſts himſelf of a certain ex- 
erciſe of power by not conforming to the rules of 
the ſociety, to which he belongs, is his nature diſ- 
honoured by a ſcrupulous preference to a ſuperior 
duty? in exacting a neceſſary adherence to its 
forms and ceremonies in the principle of ſelf. de- 
fence, a ſtate may be poſſibly ſevere to ſome claſſes 
of its ſubjects, but the penalty which ſubjects ſuffer 
in theſe caſes is ſpontaneous and voluntary ; it 
ariſes from internal impulſe, not the coercion of 
exterior force, and may leave in their boſom a ſen- 
timent of ſuperiority and conſcious pride, but can 
by no means brand them with ignominy or dif- 
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All the activity, all the popular arts of eleftioneer- 
ing canvas enforce the idea of their in/ignificance : 
they exemplify it too: witneſs the various preferences 
given by perſons of rank, not always to the meſt de- 


ſerving among our Proteſtant countrymen, a prefer- 


ence nearly as detrimental io the independant Pro- 
teſtanis at io us, Should it be meant by this para- 
graph, that the county members are not Papiſts, 
the complaint is indeed curious ; if, however, it 
alludes to an unfair preference given to Proteſtant 
tenants, in ſetting them freeholds previouſly held 
by Papiſts, I will admit the hardſhip of ſuch a 
practice, if it prevails ; but I ſhall not believe it on 
M*Kenna's aſſertion. 


The next paragraph contains M'Kenna's com- 
plaint, that the Catholics have not the power of 
the ſtate, or, as he terms it, the controul over power; 
for between the actual enjoyment of power, and 
the ability to controul it, my logic can with diffi- 
culty diſcriminate. This certainly is the grievance, 
the capital, the only grievance under which the 
Catholics ſuffer : all their other complaints are idle 
and fictitious, and mere pretences for murmur and 
diſcontent. Let then M*Kenna come boldly for- 
ward and ſtate his real propoſition in direct terms 
Let him advance © That the Proteſtant eftablifh- 
© ment ought no longer to be ſuffered, and that a 
& Catholic eſtabliſhment ought of right to be erect- 
© ed in its ſtead.” We ſhall then fairly have be- 

: fore 
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fore us the point at iſſue, and be properly prepared 
to begin the coutroverly, _ 


After ſuch an inflammatory deſcription of ſuffer- 
ings and perſecution, and a libellous attack upon 
the Proteſtant conſtitution and Proteſtant gentry 
of the land; it is pleaſant to hear this M*Kenna 
attempt the language of conciliation and affection. 
He thinks that by the perſuaſive force of his rhe- 
toric, he ſhall charm the raven to drop his food for 
the Papiſts to run away with. —Let us then for a 
moment conſider what is the true ſpirit of his Ad- 
dreſs to the Proteſtant community-—* We confi- 
„ der you as oppreſſors and tyrants, who keep us 
sin vaſſalage and ſlavery, who debar us from 
“every benefit of exiſtence of which you can pol- 
6 ſibly deprive us, we are of courſe jealous of yeu 
e in the ſocial intercourſe of private life ; and as to 
public concerns, we are ſeparated from you as if 
% we were a diſtind nation. It is time for us to be 
« friends and to unite; there is one circumſtance 
* which will extinguiſh the memory of all former 
e conteſts, one healing panaca for ſoothing all our 
* complaints, one powerful menſtruum to melt down 
all our differences into an uniform ſyſtem of cor- 
* diality and love: Only reſign your preſent aſcen- 
% dancy: overturn the 9323 and give us the 
power of the ſtate.” 


N of this declaration is 
M*Kenna's plan for the union of Iriſtumen, and if 
| it 
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it were otherwiſe, what could be the meaning of 
the following pathetic exclamation ! © Country- 
men, too long have we ſuffered ourſelves to be 
oppoſed in rival factions to each other, the ſport 
of thoſe who felt no tenderneſs for either.” 
Here is an invocation to the Diſſenters againſt the 
members of the Church Eſtabliſhment, or to our 
connexion with Great Britain. If it means the 
former, the Proteſtants are much obliged and 
flattered by this charitable inſinuation; if the lat- 
ter is intended, they are equa!ly obliged and flat- 
tered by the compliment to their underſtandings. 
They are fully aware and ſenſible that the exiſtence 
of Ireland, as a Proteſtant country, both in 
point of right and in point of power, depends 
upon its connexion with Great Britain; and they 
are not to be inſidiouſly duped by artifice or faction 
into a ſacrifice of that protection and alliance, 
which, next to their own firmneſs and virtue, is 
the ſureſt guarantee of their monarchy, their 
laws, their property, and their religion. 


But M*Kenna proceeds—Why ſhould a diverſity 
of ſentiments, where the matter in debate is abſtruſe, 
or unimportant, ſeparate thoſe whom Heaven has 
placed together for mutual benefit and conſolation ? 
Is it then an abſtruſe and unimportant matter that 
the Popiſh Hierarchy ſhould be governed by a 
power foreign to the realm, and by maxims un- 
acknowledged by the conſtitution? that the Ca- 
tholic religion, (and religion is a practical thing, 

| conneQeg 
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connected with every moral action, and the only. 
true baſis of conduct), forbids the Catholics to 
give that aſſurance ip the State which it has a 
right to require; viz. that they will uphold with 
zeal all her eſtabliſhments. And if an honeſt 
Catholic will not, and dare not, diſavow foreign 
authority in ecclefiaſtical matters, and if he be 
obliged in conſcience to endeavour, with all his 
influence, 'to further the intereſts of his commu- 
nion, to increaſe its proſelytes, to aggrandize its 
power, then the matter in queſtion is not abſtruſe 
nor unimportant : And the admiſſion of Catholics 
to all the liberty, and the excluſion of them from 
ſome of the power of the State, is not unreaſonable. 
The fame conſcience which prevents a Catholic 
from taking the National Teſt, juſtifies the State 
in impoſing it. By refuſing to give the pledge 
required by the State, he confeſſes his opinions 
and intereſts to be different from thoſe ſhe has 
adopted, and therefore he cannot claim the power, 
which he could not, in every caſe, exert for her 
general ſervice, and in many caſes muſt direct 
againſt it. 


Leſt he ſhould fail in his impoſing Addreſs to 
the affections | and paſſions of the Proteſtants, 
M*Kenna next endeavours to entrap them by the 
allurements of ſelf-intereſt.— The. ill ect of 
Reſtrifttons, ſays he, are not confined to our religion, 
they extend to every individual, and every public body 
in the nation. Under the weight of then induſtry is 

e oppreſſed; 
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oppreſſed ; under their influence public ſpirit is 
enervated. It is the intereſt of every man in lreland 
that the entire could be aboliſhed. 


As he has not condeſcended to accompany theſe 
aſſertions with any proofs, I conclude the author 


imagines that they are in their nature ſelf-evident, 
and would be merely obſcured by elucidation. 


Perhaps, however, there are fome perſons who 
are not gifted with ſo clear a ſight as M*Kenna, 
and may think themſelves entitled to a formal de- 
monſtration of the benefits which muſt accrue to the 
iſland by a transfer of the power of Government 
to the Papiſts, before they will conſent to ſuch an 
extraordinary ſurrender, Poſſibly, alſo, public 
bodies may be equally unenlightened on this ſub- 
je& ; even the loyal and chartered citizens of 
Dublin may not be entirely. perſuaded of the bleſ- 
ſings which will be derived to their Corporation 
from the Aldermen and Common Council be- 
coming Catholics. As within a few years the na-- 
tional exertions, and the conſequences of thoſe 
exertions, the wealth and proſperity of the nation, 
have exceeded the expectations and hopes of the 
ſanguine, it will require ſome art in addreſſing 
our credulity, to convince. us that Induſtry is de- 
preſſed by the Popery Laws. And as, within a 
ſhort period, we have liberated. our commerce, 
and unfhackled our Legiſlature, and are at preſent 
teeming with numerous projets of reform and 


patriotiſm, I cannot preciſely make out that, by 
excluding 
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excluding Catholics from political offices, Public 
Spirit is enervated. It may be, however, the au- 
thor's meaning, that it will be extremely difficult 
for any deſperate ſet of levellers to deſtroy our 
eftablilhments, and overthrow. the conſtitution, 
without the aſſiſtance of Roman Catholics ; and 
that whatever tends to thoſe great objeQs is alone 
Public Spirit. Under this conſtruction, I will in- 
deed confeſs his oblervation to be juſt : Their 
numbers and ſtrength would be certainly a formi- 
dable acceflion to the Agitators and Republicans 
of the day. There is alſo no doubt that M Kenna's 
co- operation with their deſigns may be depended 
upon. — But it is preſumed the lips of M Kenna do 
not utter the voice of the Catholic Body, and 
that, if he alludes to a conduct which would be- 
come a traitor, he alludeb only to himſelf. 


But it is the interęſt of the Crowh, as it muſt pro- 
mote the general happineſs of his ſubjes. | Alas! his 
Majeſty being ſomewhat bound by the ties of his 
coronation | oath, may alſo think it a hazardous 
meaſure, as it may affect the public franquillity, to 
put in danger the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment. His 
Engliſh ſubjects have recently diſplayed a fery 
zeal in ſupport of the preſent ſyſtem, and he may 
be juſtly afraid of the burning ſpirit of his Iriſh 
ſubjects, ſhould innovations in this country be too 
far countenanced. | 
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It is the intereſt of the Great, as it will ſerve ts 
tranguillixe the country, and to encourage induſtry. 
It has been always imagined, that the eſtabliſhment 
of Laws of Toleration originated from Religious 
Difſentions, which rendered it neceſſary to termi- 
nate the diſputes between the contending parties, 
by giving a Legal preference and ſanction to one 
of them. I am afraid, therefore, that by removing 
the barrier which has ſhut out from the State re- 
ligious conteſt, and by reviving the rivalſhip of 
SeQaries, which was the cauſe that produced it, 
we ſhould take but an unſucceſsful method to 
tranquillixe Ireland. Tranquillize! What does this 
M*Kenna infinuate? Is the country, then, diſaf. 
tected and turbulent? Are the Catholics in a ſtate 
of inſurrection and revolt, and will nothing tran- 
quillize their ſpirits, but a ſacrifice of the Proteſ- 
tant Aſcendancy ? As to encouraging Induſtry by a 
total repeal of the Popery Laws, what pretext can 
be more ridiculous ? The only poflible acceſſion of 
conſtirutional advantage which the lower and in- 
duſtrious claſſes of the Catholics can receive from 
the abolition of the Reſtrictive Laws, is the privi- 
lege of ſuffrage. This is, indeed, an admirable 
project of his political ſpeculation, to encourage 
the induſtry of our inhabitants by engaging them 
in electioneering conteſts, and making them the 
objects of canva? and corruption. 


It is the additional interęſt of the middle and inferior 


ranks, as it muſt impart new importance to their ſen- 
| timents, 
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timents, and to the expreſſion of ibeir ſentiments, | 
Are we to underſtand M*Kenna, that he points in 
this ſentence to the Catholics alone, or to the Pro- 
eſtants of the Church of Ireland? if to the for- 
mer, nothing can be more true; if to the latter, 
there cannot be a greater falſehood. We are not 
fo blind and ignorant as not to perceive that, were 
the Catholics in poſſeſſion of the State, they would 
immediately riſe into conſequence; that they would 
aſſume a more lofty ſentiment and manner, and 
aſſume a more authoritative and diftatorial tone; 
that the middling and inferior claſſes would govern 
the elections, and domineer in the corporations, 
and ſoon give law to the kingdom. The Protelt- 
ants in the country, finding their inferior number 
_ unprotected by privilege, e a few inglorious 
ſtruggles, would fink into impotence and contempt. 
This would be the natural courſe of affairs ; this 
the Proteſtants foreſee, and will therefore prevent. 
—M*Kenna treats the Proteſtants as arrant fools. 
He would ſtrip them of their privilege, by way of 
raiſing their conſequence ; he would give import- 
ance to their ſentiments, by rendering them inſig- 
nificant ; and give weight to the expreſſion of their 
ſentiments, by 32252 them into a perpetual mi- 
nority. 


The next ground of M*Kenna's complaint ariſes 
from the number of the Catholics, which, he ſays, 
is alledged as a reaſon to procraſtinate relief. His 
' ſtatement of this circumſtance 1 is not ſo deſtitute of 
| foundation, 


( 28 } 


foundation as the motive he invidiouſſy aſſigns p 
for it. 


The power 1n any State muſt be directiy as the 


numbers, if their force be not counteracted by po- 


litical arrangement. Conſider then for a moment 
the ſingular ſituation of Ireland. The Proteſtants 
are in poſſeſſion of almoſt the whole landed pro- 
perty of the Kingdom : unfortunately they acquir- 
ed it under queſtionable Titles, and. in point of 


numbers they are inferior to the Catholics ; having 


however excluſively the power of the State, they 
are enabled to enjoy their poſſeſſions in -ſecurity. 
Were the power which now % ſupports. the 
Proteſtant communion transferred to the more 
numerous body, the balance would be deſtroyed, 
and-every thing would fall into the Catholic ſcale : 
it is therefore the peculiar and critical fituation of 
affairs, the principle of ſelf-defence, and the preſ- 
ſure of neceſlity, that determine the Proteſtants to 
preſerve to themſelves that power, which by pre- 
tending to participate they ſhould entirely loſe. 
Far from their thoughts is inſult and mockery, 
which M*Kenna conciliatingly aſſerts to be the in- 
ſtigators of their conduct: in general they regret 
the cauſes which force them to maintain a ſyſtem 
of jealouly and caution, and to compenſate by ſu- 
perior privileges their numerical inferiority. 


Let-this be. the anſwer, an anſwer of common 
honeſty and common reaſon, to all the flouriſh and 
panegyric 
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panegyric which M*Kenna'laviſhes on our Confti. 
iutiom, and to all the hopes and all the wiſhes he 
expreſſes for a communication of, its powers. 
Could we be affured that poſſeſſion would extin- 
guiſh deſire, that participation would produce 
content, that the thirit of Dominion were not 
like immoderate love, and that increaſe of appetite 
would not grow by what it fed on; in fort, that 
that the laws of nature would be changed with re- 
ſpe& to the Catholics, . and there were 2 divine 
-prophecy that the Proteſtants ſhould be ſecure in 
their ſituations when the Catholics ſhou!d be ena. 
bled to diſpoſſeſs them, there would be then a 
plauſible excuſe and juſtification for complying 
with M*Kenna's demands. But if a ſimilar grant 
to the diſſenters, far from working ſatisfattion and 
content, has merely afforded them a vantag 
ground for attacking the conſtitution with 10 
force and additional hopes, upon what reaſoning 
hall we infer that the acceſſion of dominion to the 
Catholics will reſtrain: heir views and moderate 
their ambition? Neither profeſſions, nor promiſes, 
nor engagements, nor .oaths, will change the na- 
ture of man, nor eradicate from his breaſt his 
native love of power. It is the origin of all his 
motions, the main ſpring of his activity and ener- 
gies, whether he move in his individual or col- 
lective capacity, and it is the extremity of folly 
to think of chaining down | its force by the cobweb 
of ſentiment. 


Bur 


| 1 * 
But M Kenna offers a teſt more unegui vocal than 
a volume abjurationt, We hope to be free and 
& will endeavaur to be united“ ] cannot endure 
the canting hypocriſy of the word“ Free;“ let him 
be honeſt for a moment and ſubſtitute his real 
meaning, and then we can fairly conſider the ſen- 
tence: © We hope to be powerful, and will endea- 
* your to be united.” If he could now demon- 
ſtrate that the attainment of his hope would ac- 
compliſh his endeavours, M*Kenna might ſoon 
make me his convert and partizan; but while the 

hiſtory of mankind; the conſtitution of human 
nature, common ſenſe and common reaſon con- 
vince me of the contrary, I never can engage in 
ſo ridiculous a project, as an attempt to unite my 
countrymen by a meaſure which would undoubt- 
edly involve them in all the miſeries of inter- 
nal ſtruggle and commotion, 


He concludes the paragraph by this inſulting 
exclamation, © Who is be that calls himſelf a friend 
to Ireland and will refuſe us? I anſwer, every con- 
ſcientious Roman Catholic. My reply may poſſibly 
ſtagger the gentleman : but as there is no honeſt 
man of his communion, who upon the principles 
of that communion would think a Roman Ca- 
tholic government either called upon in juſtice, 
or warranted in point of faith, to grant more pri- 
vilege to ſectaries than unequivocal toleration ; the 
ſame meaſure of indulgence, and the ſame alone 
will he reaſonably expect or demand under a Pro- 

| | teſtant 
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teſtant monarchy; and what only he has a right 
to demand, with that will he be contented. 


Having completely awakened the fears and jea- 
louſies of the Proteſtants, M*Kenna next attempts 
to ally them by an aſſurance, that neither the 
adoption nor rejection of their applications can inter- 
rupt the public harmony. From the latter certainly 
there is no reaſon to fear, unleſs the Catholic 


mind be changed like M*Kenna's from loyalty to 


ſedition, from gratitude to reſentment, and from 
a patient acquieſcence in their preſent ſtate of 


toleration and liberty to an unconquerable luſt - 


of ſupremacy and dominion; from the former 
there would indeed be much ground of apprehen- 
fion, tho* M*Kenna may dwell upon their ancient 
defeats as an argument againſt their future ſuc- 
ceſs. For when they ſhall be poſſeſſed of the legiſ- 
lature, and have the whole political force of the 


iſland at their diſcretion, there will be no need of 


arms and conqueſt, A popiſh parliament may re- 
ſtore what a Proteſtant parliament confiſcated, and 
it will ſoon be found a ſoleciſm, that thoſe ſhould 
have the power who have not the property of 
the Country. | | 


M*Kenna had before repreſented his brethren as 
debarred from every channel of induſtry, and ex- 
cluded from every lucrative ſource of employ- 
ment; but here his argument unfortunately drive: 
kim to a contrary ſtatement, He repreſents it 7 
| be 
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be the perſonal and pecuntary intereſt of every Ca- 
tholic to maintain the preſent ſettiement; that part 
are wealthy and attached to their preſent enjoyments ; 
part . induſtrious, to whom a year of anarchy would 
prove fatal ; that they are engaged for the maſt part 
in the lucrative branches of commerce; that indivi- 
dually they have more at take than ſome who preſume 
to faifhfy their motives and calumniate their actions, 
and that they are concerned noleſs than any other claſs of 
citizens to preſerve the bleſſings of iranquillity. Such 
after all are M*Kenna's real ſentiments with regard 
to the ſituation of his brethren, when ,unawares 
and unintentionally he is entrapped by his own 
cunning, to ſpeak the language of truch. 'Thus 
this unfortunate ſect, this aggrieved, mortified, de- | 
graded, debaſed, oppreſſed, ſuffering, . puniſhed, en- - 
chained and enjlaved race, turns out to be a well 
treated, contented, induſtrious and wealthy peo- 

ple, who are acquiring large perſonal fortunes in 

trade, and making large purchaſes of land, or 

lolling at their eaſe in pleaſure and enjoyment, not 

a wan of whom but is intereſted to maintain the 

public peace and uphold the preſent ſettlement ; 

ſo kindly are they treated by the government, 


'M*Kenna adverts alſo to the poor, and certainly. 
there is no compaſlionate heart which does not bleed 
for their ſituatian, and would not embrace with 
alacrity the means which could relieve their miſery. 
—But when he repreſents their ſituation as the ef. 


fect of the preſent Popery Laws, and that they are 
mouldring, 
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mouldring under their bad influence, he wilfully 
aſſerts the thing is not.—He knows in his heart 
that neither the continuance of thoſe laws can en- 
creaſe their wretchedneſs, nor the repeal of them 
relieve it. Could he demonſtrate, that a removal 
of the reſtrictive code would eſſentially meliorate 
the condition. of the poor, he wgpld have an ar- 
gument in his quiver which policy could ill reſiſt 
after the loſs of humanity. Let M*Kenna medi- 
tate on plans for the improvement and comfort of 
the poor, his labour will then deſerve attention 
and encouragement. But I muſt be indifferent to 
men who being diſſatisfied with freedom, and im- 
portunate for power, overlook the ſufferings of the 
unfortunate, or advert to them only for the pur- 
poſes of ſedition : Who attribute their diſtreſſes 
to a falſe cauſe, and point their exertions to an ob- 
je& which cannot relieve them, in hopes that they 
themſelves and their own faction may profit by 
crimes perpetrated by ignorance, and prompted by 
treachery. 


| MfKenna had endeavoured to intereſt the com- 
paſſion, to engage the affections, to attract the'ſel- 
fiſnneſs, and diſarm the fears of his Proteſtant 
brerhren ; but poſſibly thinking this kind of elo« 
quence unſucceſsful, he riſes in his tone and ſoars 
up to expoſtulation and menace. —* Our cauſe,” 
ſays he, © is the cauſe of juſtice—we are men of 
capacity and manly ſpirit our only crime is to 
* have ſlept over our chains.” Thus does he 
F | aſſume 
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aſſume the language and ſaucineſs of the ſturdy 
beggar, and applies for relief with a petition in 
one hand and a bludgeon in the other. When 
Judas betrayed his maſter with a kiſs he was at- 
tended by a great multitude, with ſwords and 
ſtaves, from the high prieſts and elders of the 
people.—If the Proteſtant body are to conſider 
M*Kenna's production as the general ſentiment of 
the Catholics, they can no longer concede to their 
brethren without the imputation of a forced ſur- 
render. The principles of confidence and union 
he has annihilated; every generous motive he has 
extinguiſhed, the liberality of the Proteſtants will 
be conſtrued into fear, and the Catholics may plead 


intimidation as an apology for ingratirude. 


In the paragraph I am examining, M*Kenna 
boldly. breaks out: We challenge an inveſtiga- 
* tion of our principles and conduct,“ no one can 
be more ready than the author of theſe ſtrictures, 
to give the fulleſt credit to the reſpectable body 
of the Catholics, for their conſtitutional obedience 
and loyal ſubmiſſion, and for their exemplary and 
ſteady conduct in the hour of temptation and trial. 
But if MKenna means to vindicate bis own prin- 
ciples and conduct, and make hem a plea of merit, 
let him beware leſt he ſoon repent his ill. timed 


temerity. 


M*Kenna ſums up his declaration with a high 


wrought appeal to the literate, to the parliament, 
| to 
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to the world, and then after pathetically aſking 


the motive for excluding the Catholics from the 
State, he aſſigns himſelf a falſe one, and concludes. 


It is not for the political errors or - misfortunes of 
their anceſtors, that the preſent race of Roman 
Catholics are not admitted into. the powers of the 
ſtate : Nor does Mr. Kenna, whatever he may af- 
tet, want information upon this ſubject. Their 
excluſion ariſes not from ancient error or mis- 
fortune, but from their preſent attachment to a 
communion, which acknowledges ſupremacy to 
reſide in foreign power. It ariſes, as I have before 
ſtated, from their refuſal to diſclaim the authority 
of that power, and from their inability to give that 
pledge of their zeal for the ſupport of all her 
eſtabliſhments which the ſtate has a right to de- 
mand ; it ariſes from the nature of the conſtitution 
of Great Britain and Ireland, as ſettled at the Re- 
volution in 1688, when Proteſtantiſm was made a 
fundamental principle in church and ſtate: it ariſes 
further from an obvious and ſelf-evident poſition, 
that thoſe cannot conſcientiouſly claim employment 
of truſt and power in a government who are con- 
ſcientiouſly averſe to its principles and tenets. 


Hence it follows, that the Catholics have only 
claim to a toleration, not to an eſtabliſhment ; 


and to the enjoyment of civil liberty, not to the 
exerciſe of political Power. 


What 
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What I have here laid down, cannot be con- 
traverted by any man, who does not hold that 
Religion is a matter in itſelf indifferent, and the 
concern of individuals only ; that it neither does, 
nor from its nature can, interfere and meddle with 
ſecular concerns: that, in particular, the Roman 
Catholic religion is ſo conſtituted, as to have po- 
 litical power and influence leſs for its object, 
than any other communion ; that it has invariably, 
wherever an opportunity preſented itſelf, declined 
to engage in temporal concerns; and that it has 
never controuled, never uſurped, never embroiled, 
never overthrown the Government of States. 


I have ſaid, that I would convince the Nation, 
that M' Kenna was prepared, not only to act up 
to the ſpirit of the main reſolution contained in 
his declaration, but even to go beyond it; and 
that I would ſoon cauſe him to repent of his ill 
timed appeal to his character and conduct. Hav- 
ing rid myſelf of his pamphlet, I will make good 
my promiſe. | 


Is then M*Kenna, or is he not, a member of 
the ſociety of United Iriſhmen in Dublin. Has he, 
or has be not, agreed to the reſolutions of that 
Society, paſſed at the Eagle in Euſtace-ſtreet on 
the gth of November laſt, when the Hon. Simon 
Butler was in the chair, and Napper Tandy acted 
as Secretary ? wherein, after venting the moſt libel- 
lous abuſe againſt the Legiſlature and the Admini- 

ſtration, 
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ſtration, the reſolutions of a ſimilar Society, ſaid © 


to be eſtabliſhed at Belfaſt, are adopted; the two 
great objects of which are to effect a ſeparation 
from Great Britain, and to overthrow our Proteſ- 
tant Legiſlature.—Theſe meaſures are not to be 
effected by argument, but by force. The Societies 
exhort their countrymen to form ſimilar Societies 
in every quarter of the kingdom, that they may 
learn to correſpond and co-operate, and their re- 
ſolutions terminate in a marked ſentence, little 
ſhort of direct treaſon. © The People, when thus 
collected, will feel their own weight, and ſecure 
* that power which theory has admitted to be their 
* portion, to which, if they be not arouſed by 
their preſent provocations to vindicate it, they 
« deſerve to forfeit their pretenſions for ever.” 

I know not what conſtruction may be put upon this 
ſentence ,by his Majeſty's Attorney General ; but 
in the underſtanding of a man who has mere com- 
mon ſenſe to guide him, it contains a direct inſti- 
gation to revolt. It ſpeaks to my mind the follow- 
ing language:“ Catholics of Ireland, theory 
* admits the power of the State to be your por- 
* tion of right; the oppreſſions of Government 
« are at preſent ſo iniquitous, as to arouſe you to 
e vindicate that power; form yourſelves, therefore, 
« into Clubs and Correſponding Societies, that 
* you may learn to think alike and to co-operate z 
e you will then feel your own weight; you wall 
« then be able to act with unanimity, ſpirit, and 
« deciſion; and you will then ſecure to yourſelves 


e that 
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* that power, or deſerve to forfeit your pretenſions 
for ever.” —lIs not this an exhortation to over- 
turn the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment of the Legiſtature 
by conſpiracy and by force, and is it not a publica- 
tion almoſt tantamount to High Treaſon? But what 
M*Kenna has reſolved, that alſo has he ſworn to 
effect: the forcible reform of Parliament, and de- 
molition of the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment. 


This Society of United Iriſhmen have individu- 
ally ſworn and publiſhed their oath, by which they 
pledge themſelves to their country, in preſence of 
God, that they will uſe all their abilities and influ- 
ence in effecting a Reform of Parliament, wherein 
the Catholics are to have the power. 


Theſe are M*Kenna's principles, this is his con- 
duct, to which he appeals as the ground for en- 
gaging the confidence of his countrymen and the 
favour of the crown. He publiſhes a declaration, 
exciting the Roman Catholics to perpetual diſſa- 
tisfaction and diſcontent, until every law that ef- 
fects them be repealed : and he then joins a ſociety 
of Levellers, Difſenters and Republicans, plans a 
ſeparation of the kingdom from Great-Britain, 
determines to annihilate the Proteſtant Parliament, 
and invokes his brethren to form clubs and con- 
ſpiracies for accompliſhing his deſigns by force. 


But M*Kenna might have caballed and written, 
and ſubſcribed and ſworn, and rebelled if he pleaſ- 
ed, without my notice, if he had not ſtyled him- 
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ſelf ſecretary to the Catholic Society, and had not 
endeavoured to involve his brethren in the guilt 
of his writings and practices. — He incorporates 
them with the Levellers, embodies them with the 
factious. He repreſents them as men who in their 
purſuit of power, are willing to adopt every wild 
principle of democratic fanaticiſm, to engage with 
all the outcaſts of ſectariſm, and every deſperate 
adventurer in politics for the overthrow of the 
Proteſtant eſtabliſhment. It is therefore the object of 
the writer of theſe ſtrictures, not to let his calumny 
prevail, not to confound the innocent with the 
guilty, nor permit the mildew'd ear to blaſt his 
wholeſome brethren—By expoſing the charges and 
imputations which M*Kenna, is fixing upon the 
Roman Catholics, he truſts they will purify and 
exerciſe their body, and by ſeparating from the 
infected part, come forth in the unſullied garb of 
their ſpotleſs loyalty, avow their unſhaken reliance 
in the juſtice of their legiſlature, and their unalte- 
rable confidence in the benevolence of their Mo- 
n 1% 


They will look back with gratitude to the favors 
they have received in 1779 and 1781, and will be 
happy in conſidering them as the free gift of enlight- 
ened liberality, not as the extorted conceſſions of im- 
portunate faction. If they ſhould deem the preſent an 
expedient occaſion for renewing their petitions for 
addititional relief, they will not ſully their requeſt 


with the ſmalleſt breath of faction, nor clothe the 
. 
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humility of application with the inſolence of inti- 
midation. They will ſhew that the late relaxations 
have been advantageous to the public order, and 


che eftabliſhed ſyſtem, and they will convince the 


Parliament, that whatever they further requeſt can 
by no means endanger our happy eſtabliſhment ;— 
they will diſclaim M*Kenna's ſeditious reſolution, 


that the legiſlature can do nothing for their ſervice, 


unleſs they admit them to the whole power of the 
ſtate: and that any partial repeal of reſtrictive laws, 
however important and beneficial, can only conti- 
nue diſſatisfaction, and augment their importunity. 


They will be ſtudious to avoid affecting any 
league and confederacy with thoſe whoſe principles 
are the contraſt of their own, and with whom an 
union can hardly be fincere without being dan- 
gerous. Ee 


They will laſtly diſclaim all connexion with 
 MKenna and his affociates, his principles, his de- 
clarations, his clubs, his oaths, and his conſpira- 
cies. — They will not preſent themſelves with the 
olive in one hand and the ſword in the other : nor 


- will they combine the relief of the Roman Catho- 
lics with the downfal of Proteſtantiſm. 
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The legiſlature muſt be ever diſpoſed to liſten to 


the reaſonable complaints and wiſhes of a loyal 
community : they never can make the lighteſt 
conceſſion to faction, menace and conſpiracy. 
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